A recent Comment by M. Sharma published in the journal Molecules [1] raises issues with our previously published paper [2]. After reviewing its content, and although we respectfully stand by our experimental description whereby we were able to prepare stock and working solutions of the substance being tested, the arguments presented do raise concerns about the true identity of the compound actually used and hence the results and conclusions of our paper.
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Unfortunately, since becoming aware of this, we have been unable to characterize the original sample, now used up, and we have been unable to obtain a verified equivalent one from the local commercial supplier we used. In light of these facts, since we can no longer associate with any confidence our experimental results with the compound lantadene A, we would like to withdraw our paper until such a time that we can obtain a new sample, check its identity and redo the work. As to the comments regarding erroneous citation of references, we feel that since the paper is to be removed from the scientific record, any additional corrections are unnecessary at this time. As corresponding author I take full responsibility for the omission of not checking the compound used in our experiments and any errors in its contents, and would like to offer my apologies on behalf of my co-authors to the readership of Molecules for any inconveniences caused by this omission.
